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Stir It Up--written by renowned activist and trainer Rinku Sen--identifies the key priorities and

strategies that can help advance the mission of any social change group. This groundbreaking book

addresses the unique challenges and opportunities the new global economy poses for activist

groups and provides concrete guidance for community organizations of all orientations. Sponsored

by the Ms. Foundation, Stir It Up draws on lessons learned from Sen's groundbreaking work with

women's groups organizing for economic justice. Throughout the book, Sen walks readers through

the steps of building and mobilizing a constituency and implementing key strategies that can effect

social change. The book is filled with illustrative case studies that highlight best organizing practices

in action and each chapter contains tools that can help groups tailor Sen's model for their own

organizational needs. Stir It Up will show your organization how to:  Design and conduct actions that

further campaign goals Develop effective leaders Build strong alliances and networks Generate and

use solid research Design an effective media strategy Put in place a plan for internal political

education and consciousness-raising  With the information, tools, and suggestions outlined in this

book your organization can use your "good idea" to change the world.
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"This book offers more than simply a best practice manual for community activism and social

organizing." (Feminist Academic Press Column, May 2003)



If social change organizationsâ€” local, regional and nationalâ€” are to succeed they must go beyond

traditional grassroots organizing efforts and develop systematic, comprehensive organizing

practices that will change public policy and practice.  Stir It Up â€” written by renowned activist and

trainer Rinku SenÂ¾identifies the key priorities and strategies that can help advance the mission of

any social change group. This groundbreaking book addresses the unique challenges and

opportunities the new global economy poses for activist groups and provides concrete guidance for

community organizations of all orientations.  Sponsored by the Ms. Foundation, Stir It Up draws on

lessons learned from Sen's groundbreaking work with women's groups organizing for economic

justice. Throughout the book, Sen walks readers through the steps of building and mobilizing a

constituency and implementing key strategies that can effect social change. The book is filled with

illustrative case studies that highlight best organizing practices in action and each chapter contains

tools that can help groups tailor Sen's model for their own organizational needs. Stir It Up will show

your organization how to  Design and conduct actions that further campaign goals Develop effective

leaders Build strong alliances and networks Generate and use solid research Design an effective

media strategy Put in place a plan for internal political education and consciousness-raising  With

the information, tools, and suggestions outlined in this book your organization can use your "good

idea" to change the world.

Given the critical importance of social change today, it is stunning that most of the recent books on

community organizing focus on personal reflections and sociological analyses instead of giving us

the whole package. In "Stir It Up," Rinku Sen manages to squeeze a powerful vision, racial and

social justice analysis, profiles of organizing groups, a detailed contact list of organizations and

networks, and tools for creating real change into two hundred pages. This is a watershed book for

the social justice organizing movement, illuminating the principles and practices that ground

multi-racial, social justice, racial justice, and direct action organizations that have developed in the

past twenty-five years.If you are serious about systemic change that addresses the root causes of

racism, classism, sexism, homophobia, and xenophobia, then this book offers you a framework and

process for creating real change. Sections of the book go through the identification and selection of

issues using a social justic lens, working with emerging constituencies, running campaigns and

taking action, research, and, most critically, framing our struggles and organizations to address

systemic oppression. Readers will get a clear sense of the unrelenting human movement toward

freedom through profiles of extraordinary groups that continue to win both concrete change and a



reordering of power in our society. Kudos to Rinku Sen for taking the time to describe the growth,

development, and work of the racial and social justice movement to the world!

Substantial effort but published in 2003. Many people will find it outdated and too politically correct.

Not very readable because it is broken into many short sections with little flow to the whole book.

However, there is a lot of good information. Written from experience.Midwest Independent

Research, educational websites. Progressives, mwir-progressives.blogspot. There is a book list

here.

This book took a long time to arrive. I'm thankful that I got it.

I really found this book both inspiring and realistic. Sen acknowledges the challenges (especially in

today's political climate) but lays out what it takes to get the job done. Her practical, real-world

guidance walks you through organizing your local community to help achieve change and get

results on the issues you care about.

Passion & pragmatism don't always come together in community organzing -- kudos to Ms. Sen for

showing us how to balance the two! I'm so glad that someone has finally written a comprehensive

book on the strategy & practice of organizing...considering where our nation is headed, this comes

not a moment too soon.
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